
As members of the Diocese of Imus Catholic Educational System, Inc. (DICES), a network of 26
diocesan/parochial schools in 30 campuses spread across the entire province of Cavite, we strive to realize
our vision of a just and graced Filipino society that leads towards a peaceful and renewed humanity. 

Mindful of Pope Francis’ invitation towards a renewed appreciation of politics as “a lofty vocation and one of
the highest forms of charity, inasmuch as it seeks the common good” (Fratelli tutti, 180), and in response to the
call to dialogue and discernment by the February 25, 2022 Pastoral Letter of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of the Philippines (CBCP), “The Truth Will Set You Free,” the entire DICES community went through Circles of
Political Discernment, a discernment process in the context of the present political situation for the upcoming
national elections in May 2022.

We are reminded by the CBCP through the March 26, 2022 Pastoral Letter, “Be Concerned About the Welfare
of Others,” to seek candidates who prioritize the life and dignity of the human person; protect the family,
community, and encourage participation; defend rights and fulfill responsibilities; demonstrate preferential
option for the poor and vulnerable; uphold the dignity of work and the rights of workers; work for solidarity;
and care for God’s creation. In conclusion, we are to identify the candidates who put the welfare of the nation
above their personal interests.

Additionally, in the statement, A Call to Moral Courage in the 2022 Elections, from the National Board of the
Catholic Educational Association of the Philippines (CEAP), we are encouraged to humbly pursue our mission
to be beacons of light as educators. Ultimately, the choice is moral—leading us to take prophetic, non-neutral,
even partisan positions on behalf of the Gospel values we stand for, discerned prayerfully and critically and
acted on with courage and faith. It is a great moral imperative of our times.

In our collective discernment, we, members of the DICES community have come to the conclusion that Vice
President Leni Robredo is the most qualified and the most competent to lead our nation as the next president
given her unquestionable integrity, concrete and verifiable experience in public service as a human rights
lawyer for the marginalized, and her clean track record and impressive accomplishments as a
Congresswoman and as a Vice President. Through her vision and flagship, “Sa Gobyernong Tapat, Angat
Buhay Lahat,” her comprehensive platforms with detailed, strategic, and substantial mechanisms intend to
uplift the life of Filipinos from all walks of life.
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We also believe that Senator Kiko Pangilinan will best serve as Vice President for VP Leni Robredo in
promoting truth and social justice, the welfare of the poor and vulnerable, and pursuing our vision for our
nation. VP Leni needs him to guarantee fulfillment of good governance. His career in public service which
began over 20 years ago being the Chairman of the UP Diliman Student Council focused on the fight against
human rights violations, corruption, and other social ills. As a Senator, his active partnership with agricultural
and fisheries stakeholders paved way for Sagip Saka, advocacy that aims to improve the incomes and lives of
farmers by modernizing agriculture and ensuring the sustainability of agriculture and fisheries. With his
“Hello Pagkain, Goodbye Gutom!” advocacy, he presented clear and comprehensive plans and mechanisms to
alleviate hunger and provide livelihood programs for the poor and marginalized sectors. He and Vice
President Leni Robredo symbolize honest and good governance with emphasis on transparency and
accountability and that they embody the ideals of leaders that the Filipinos need and deserve. 

We further believe that VP Leni Robredo and Senator Kiko Pangilinan have offered the most convincing
program and competence to advance the education agenda of our nation for the progress and development of
all. 

Thus, we, the undersigned administrators, teaching, non-teaching personnel, students, parents, and alumni of
the Diocese of Imus Catholic Educational System, Inc. (DICES), hereby endorse with strong conviction and
unconditional support Vice President Leni Robredo and Senator Kiko Pangilinan in their bid to be the next
President and Vice President of the Republic of the Philippines respectively. 

We also encourage other DICES stakeholders to discern for and campaign for the right candidates to vote for
and to pray for clean, honest, meaningful, and peaceful elections.
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